
A LITANY ON THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11 

Based on The Great Litany in The Book of Common Prayer, and used at St. Gregory’s during the first 
Gulf War in 1991. 

Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker and pray for the help and guidance of God: 

From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; 
and from all want of charity, Good Lord, deliver us. 

From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle and murder; and from dying 
suddenly and unprepared, Good Lord, deliver us. 

That it may please you to give us a heart to love you, and to live diligently after your 
commandments, Good Lord, deliver us. 

That it may please you so to rule the hearts of your servants, the President of the United States 
and all others in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the ways of 
truth, We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations unity, peace, 
and concord; and to bestow freedom upon all peoples, We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and 
ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your 
holy Word, We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their 
hearts, We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-hearted; to 
raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet; We beseech you to hear us, 
good Lord. 

Heavenly Father, your Son commanded us to love our enemies, and to pray for those who 
persecute us: Deliver us and them from war, lead them and lead us to peace. Tend the wounded, 
preserve the prisoners, comfort the dying, have mercy on the fallen, bless those who mourn, give 
rest to the anxious, and shelter the innocent. This we ask through Jesus Christ, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us remember before God those in any need who are known to us, remembering the men and 
women serving in our armed forces, and their families, especially [current names from our list] 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no 
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples 
may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be 
dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 


