Miaraka Club Writing Tips

(Miaraka [Mee-ah-rah-kah] is the Malagasy word for “together”)

Short, simple messages are best.

Most likely, your email-pal (e-pal) and his or her parents do not speak English. 

If they do speak English, they do not speak it well. 
If they do not speak English, another member of the church translate your email, and he or she may not speak English well, either.

Short sentences and simple words are easier to translate. 
Do not use slang expressions and contractions.
Keep your messages positive.

Be warm and friendly. 
Do not talk about all the things you have because these children are very poor. 
· Many do not live in homes with electricity. 
· Many do not live in homes with running water, and if they do, it is probably cold water. 

Write about 
· your family
· your favorite class or subject in school
· how you celebrate the holidays
· what the weather is like now

· your hobbies

· St. Gregory’s and what you like to do at the church

Ask one or two open-ended questions each time you write your e-pal.
Your e-pal will find it much easier to respond if you ask questions like these:  
· What do you do on a normal day?

· What games or activities do you enjoy?

· Who are the people that live with you? 

· What are your favorite holidays? How do you celebrate them?

· What are your favorite subjects in school and why?

· Tell me about your favorite places.

When your e-pal writes back

Give your e-pal lots of encouragement.

· Say how excited you were to get her or his email

· If she or he writes about some accomplishment, compliment her or him.

When you email back, ask a follow-up question on something she or he wrote.

Continue to follow the writing tips on this page!
If you have any questions, please let me know, and thank you for being in the Miaraka Club!
