
  

 

 
 
 

F O R  T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  C H R I S T M A S  
D E C E M B E R  2 6 ,  2 0 1 0  

 
 

 “We are ambassadors for Christ, God appealing to the world through us.” 2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Emmanuel Moment: God-with-us and ministering TO us 
Point of Pentecost: The Holy Spirit ministering THROUGH us 

 
 

The Rev. William D. Roberts, Rector; The Rev. Meredith Woods Potter, Vicar 
The Rev. Dennis E. Lietz, Deacon; The Rev. Kenneth Erickson, Assisting 

Ms. Erica Jeglum, Youth Minister; Mr. James R. Collins, Director of Music Ministries 
Ms. Deborah Ham-Bolger, Preschool Director; Ms. Sara Lemrise, Assistant Director 

Companion Parish, Fort Dauphin, Madagascar: Rev. Donné, Priest; Tomboasy, Evangelist 
 
 
 

A S S I S T I N G  O U R  W O R S H I P  
 

  Piano   Rokko Jans 
  Vocalists  Dena Borman, Rob Cunningham, Hans Royal-Hedinger 
  Vestry Greeter  Lyle Ten Eyck 
  Eucharistic Ministers Lisa Halpin, Paul Maraist 
  Acolytes  Ashley Babcock, Sara Craig, Brian Hill, Derek Hill, Kristin Hill 
  Reader   Ashley Babcock 
  Usher   Al Bazzoni 
  
 

 A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D  E V E N T S  O F  T H E  C O M I N G  W E E K  
 

  Monday  7:30 p.m. Al-Anon 
  Tuesday  7:30 p.m. Buildings and Grounds Management Team (BGMT) Meeting 
  Wednesday  7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Service of Healing with Light Breakfast 
  Thursday  5:30 p.m. ACoA 
     8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous 
  Friday     The Parish Office is Closed 
  Saturday  10:00 a.m. Feast of the Holy Name— A Quiet New Year’s Day Holy Eucharist 
   

WELCOME TO 

  

 . 

The flowers on the main altar are given by Shirley and Courtney Hays in loving memory of  
Mother and Grandmother Grace Hays.  
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 Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the  
Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the 
story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us 
by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise and songs of joy and merriment. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant     The Lord be with you.     
People  And also with you.     
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in 
our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn 100, Stanzas 1-2                Joy to the World! 
 

First Lesson: Genesis 3:1-23     Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ”  
 

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  
 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the 
man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate.”  
 

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked 
me, and I ate.”  
 

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all 
wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his 
heel.”  
 

To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet 
your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”  
 

And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which 
I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days 
of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of 
your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.”  
 

Hymn 100, Stanza 3                                    Joy to the World! 
 

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the Lord God made garments of skins 
for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. Then the Lord God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever”— therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was 
taken.  
 

Hymn 100, Stanza 4                                            Joy to the World 
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 Second Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-15     God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us” 
 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz 
said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
 

SONG 
 

Third Lesson: Luke 1:26-58     The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
 

SONG 
 

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
 

SONG 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 

SONG 
 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor 
on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One  
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her about 
three months and then returned to her home.  
 

SONG 
 

Fourth Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-8     In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever 
 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the 
reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did 
God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he 
says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is 
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.”  
 

SONG: “Today is Christmas” by Rokko Jans 
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 THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ACCORDING TO HYMN 79, O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;  
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.   
 

Let us pray for the people of Bethlehem, Christians, Jews, and Muslims; and for the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.  
 

For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.  
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.  
 

Let us pray for peace, especially between North and South Korea, and in Sudan. 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.  
 

Let us pray for all those who are seeking God, and all those who are struggling with doubt. 
 

Where children pure and happy pray to the blessed Child, where misery cries out to thee, Son of the Mother mild;  
where charity stands watching and faith holds wide the door, the dark night wakes, the glory breaks, and Christmas 
comes once more.  
 

Let us pray for our children, for the children of Haiti, for the children of Madagascar, and for all who minister to children and 
work for justice on their behalf. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!  
 

Let us pray for ourselves, for the forgiveness of our sins, for the renewal of our lives, and for the abiding presence of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who is God with us.  
 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we 
may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 110                                   The Snow Lay on the Ground   
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING The Lord be with you.  
     And also with you. 

   Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Worship and praise belong to you, Father, in every place and at all times. In Christ your Son our life and yours are brought 
together in a wonderful exchange. He made his home among us that we might for ever dwell in you. Through your Holy Spirit 
you call us to new birth in a creation restored by love. And so we join the angels and archangels and the whole company of 
heaven, singing your unending glory: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might.  

    Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father, for the gift of your Son born in human flesh. He is the Word existing 
beyond time, bringing to wholeness all that is made. Obedient to your will he died upon the Cross. By your power you raised 
him from the dead. He broke the bonds of evil and set your people free to be his Body in the world. 
 

The Celebrant consecrates the Bread and Wine, and then invites the congregation to pray the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen  
 

COMMUNION HYMN 89                            It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought 
us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. Keep us firm in 
the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise 
your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN 105                                                        God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 


